A technique for endoscopic transfer of one-cell, one\p=n-\two\p=n-\cell,two-cell 
Introduction
The rabbit has been an important animal in the study of repro¬ ductive biology since Walter Heape performed the first success¬ ful embryo transfer experiment in rabbits about 100 years ago (cited by Biggers, 1991 (Chang, 1950; Hafez, 1962; Adams, 1962) . Such surgical techniques for gaining entry into the abdominal cavity for both observation of genital organs and embryo transfer is, however, stressful for the recipient animal. In addition, manipulation of the reproductive organs can lead to bleeding or lesion formation which reduces the efficiency of embryo transfer. Fujimoto et al (1974) used the technique of endoscopy (Rüssel, 1988) to observe follicle matu¬ ration and ovulation in rabbits. This method was also used to measure the accuracy of the ovulation rate (Theau-Clement and Bolet, 1987; Santacreu et al, 1990) and to estimate the implan¬ tation rate on day 12 of gestation (Santacreu et al, 1990) . Theau-Clement and Bolet (1987) and Santacreu et al (1990) No pregnancy resulted after the transfer of one-cell embryos in two recipients and for two-cell embryos in one recipient. Nevertheless, the embryo survival rate for the transfer of onecell and two-cell embryos in the second phase was 47 and 65%, respectively, compared with the embryo survival rate of 26% in phase 1 when more embryos were transferred. Taking the results of both phases of the experiment together, the 31 recipient animals received on average 21 embryos. Of these 31 animals, 28 became pregnant (90%).
Discussion
The aim of the work reported here was to develop a new pro¬ cedure for the transfer of embryos into the Fallopian tubes of recipient rabbits using endoscopy. In the first phase of this study, a large number of embryos were transferred to each ani¬ mal to increase the chance of pregnancy and the absolute number of implanted embryos (Adams, 1962) , thereby facilitat¬ ing the development and the establishment of this embryo transfer procedure. As all of nine recipient animals from the first phase of the experiment became pregnant and had up to 26 implantations, the number of embryos transferred in the second phase was reduced to 10-20 per recipient, to avoid overcrowd¬ ing effects (Hafez, 1964 (Besenfelder, 1990 
